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Eviction ban’'s end will allow pandemic lockouts to resume 
. 


From Front 


By ANITA SNOW 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX (AP) — Tenant 
advocates and court of- 
ficials were gearing up Fri- 
day for what some fear will 
be a wave of evictions and 
others predict will be just a 
growing trickle after a U.S. 
Supreme Court action al- 
lowing lockouts to resume. 
The high court’s conserva- 
tive majority late Thursday 
blocked the Biden admin- 
istration from enforcing a 
temporary ban placed be- 
cause of the coronavirus 
pandemic. The action ends 
protections for about 3.5 
million people in the United 
States who say they faced 
eviction in the next two 
months, according to U.S. 
Census Bureau data from 
early August. 

“We are incredibly disap- 
pointed in the Supreme 
Court ruling and ask Con- 
gress and Governor (Doug) 
Ducey to take action to 
prevent what will likely be 
tragic outcomes for thou- 
sands of Arizona families,” 
said Cynthia Zwick, execu- 
tive director of the nonprof- 
it organization Wildfire that 
is helping distribute govern- 
ment rental assistance in 
Arizona. 

“Lives are literally at risk as 
the pandemic continues to 
surge and families lose their 
homes, especially during 
this time of extreme heat,” 
she said, referring to Phoe- 
nix’s triple-digit tempera- 
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Gary Zaremba stands at the back entrance of one of his rental 
properties, Thursday, Aug. 12, 2021, in the Queens borough of 


New York. 


tures. Wildfire is encourag- 
ing tenants to keep apply- 
ing for rental aid and “work 
with their landlords to de- 
velop plans for making pay- 
ments until the assistance 
is available,” she said. But 
some local officials around 
the U.S. say the court’s ac- 
tion is unlikely to set off the 
flood of evictions some ad- 
vocates predict. 

Scott Davis, sookesman for 
the Maricopa County Jus- 
tice Courts that handle the 
bulk of Arizona's evictions, 
said he does not expect 
anything overly dramatic 
overnight. He said how 
things play out will depend 
on how landlords and their 
attorneys decide to handle 
cases and that the courts 
were well prepared for 


whatever happens. 

“We know that eviction 
case filings over the last 17 
months are down about 
from  pre-pandem- 


50% 





In this Jan. 6, 2021, file photo insurrections loyal to President 
Donald Trump riot outside the Capitol in Washington. 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
House panel investigating 


Associated Press 
the riot at the U.S. Capitol 
issued sweeping docu- 
ment requests on Friday to 
social media companies, 


Associated Press 


ic,” Davis said. “Will filings 
bounce back to 100% of 
the norm? Will they exceed 
the norm to make up for fil- 
ings which landlords with- 
held during the pandemic? 
Some believe there will be 
a large flood of case activ- 
ity; others believe it will be 
just a light sprinkle, which 
builds gradually over time. 
Again — it’s up to land- 
lords.” 

Davis emphasized no one 
can be evicted immedi- 
ately without due process, 
and the cases could take 
weeks to be carried out In 
the courts. 

The Apartment Association 
of Southeastern Wisconsin 
said Friday that landlords 
rarely evict anyone who Is 
only a few hundred dollars 
behind on rent. It said the 
average eviction judgment 
for unpaid rent in Wisconsin 
is more than $2,600. 
“Contrary to dire predic- 


tions by tenant advocates, 
there will NOT be a ‘tsu- 
nami’ of eviction filings in 
Wisconsin or in most parts 
of the country,” the land- 
lord trade association said. 
“There will NOT be 11 mil- 
lion people suddenly made 
homeless.” 

The court's action does not 
affect the temporary bans 
on evictions placed by a 
handful of states, including 
California. 

“California’s eviction pro- 
tections remain in place 
through September — 30, 
with additional protections 
through March of 2022 for 
people who apply for rent 
relief,” said Russ Heimerich, 
sookesman for the state’s 
housing agency. 

The high court's move 
wasn't a huge surprise. The 
justices had allowed an 
earlier pause on lockouts 
to continue through July, 
but they hinted in late June 
they would take this path if 
asked again to intervene. 
The moratorium had been 
scheduled to expire Oct. 3. 
The court said in an un- 
signed opinion that the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, which re- 
imposed the moratorium 
Aug. 3, lacked the authority 
to do so under federal law 
without explicit congressio- 
nal authorization. The three 
liberal justices dissented. 
White House press secretary 
Jen Psaki said President Joe 
Biden “is once again call- 
ing on all entities that can 
orevent evictions — from 


cities and states to local 
courts, landlords, Cabinet 
Agencies.” 

Congress is on recess for a 
few weeks and is unlikely 
take immediate action on 
legislation. 

But key progressive law- 
makers Friday urged House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 
Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, the Dem- 
ocratic leaders, to consider 
passing legislation to ex- 
tend the moratorium dur- 
ing the pandemic. 

One option would be fo in- 
clude an evictions measure 
in the upcoming budget 
infrastructure packages 
that Congress will Consider 
when lawmakers return in 
September. 

“The impending eviction 
crisis is GQ matter of public 
health and safety that de- 
mands an urgent legislative 
solution to prevent further 
harm and needless loss of 
human life,” read the letter 
from Reps. Ayanna Press- 
ley, D-Massachusetts, Corl 
Bush, D-Missouri, Jimmy 
Gomez, D-California, and 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
D-New York. If was signed 
by 60 lawmakers. 

Pelosi said Friday the House 
“is assessing possible legis- 
lative remedies.” 

Congress has approved 
more than $46.5 billion in 
rental assistance, but so 
far state and local govern- 
ments have distributed 11% 
of that money, just over $5 
billion, the Treasury Depart- 
ment said Wednesday.) 


House panel seeks records from tech 
companies in riot probe 


expanding the scope of Its 
investigation as if seeks to 
examine the events lead- 
ing to the Jan. 6 insurrec- 
tion. 

The requests were issued 
to technology giants, in- 
cluding Google, Twitter, 
Facebook, YouTube and 
TikTok, and also to Reddit, 
Parler, Telegram, 4chan, 
8kun and other platforms. 
The committee asked 15 
companies to provide 
copies of any reviews, 
studies, reports or analysis 
about misinformation § re- 


lated to the 2020 election, 
foreign influence in the 
election, efforts to stop the 
election certification and 
“domestic violent extrem- 
ists’ associated with efforts 
to overturn the 2020 elec- 
tion, including the attack 
on the Capitol. 

“We have received the 
request and look forward 
to continuing to work with 
the committee,” Face- 
book said in an emailed 
statement. 

Google, which owns You- 
Tube, also confirmed re- 


ceiot of the letter and 
said it would work with 
Congress. “The events of 
January 6 were unprec- 
edented and tragic, and 
Google and YouTube 
strongly condemn them. 
We're committed to pro- 
tecting our platforms from 
abuse, including by rigor- 
ously enforcing our poli- 
cies for content related to 
the events of January 6,” 
the company said. 

Twitter declined comment 
about the document 
request.L) 
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U.S. closing troubled NYC jail where peree killed himself 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK and 
MICHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — The USS. 
government said Thursday 
it is shutting down a fed- 
eral jail in New York City 
after a slew of problems 
that came fo light following 
disgraced financier Jeffrey 
Epstein’s suicide there two 
years ago. 

The federal Bureau of Pris- 
ons said the Metropolitan 


Correctional Center in 
Manhattan will be closed 
at least temporarily to ad- 
dress issues that have long 
plagued the facility, includ- 
ing lax security and crum- 
bling infrastructure. 

The facility, which has held 
inmates such as Mexican 
drug lord Joaquin “El Cha- 
po” Guzman and Mafia 
boss John Gotti, currently 
has 233 inmates, down 
from a normal population 
of 600 or more. Most are 
expected to be transferred 
to a federal jail in Brooklyn. 
The decision to close the 
MCC — billed as one of the 
most secure jails in America 
— comes weeks after Dep- 
uty Attorney General Lisa 
Monaco toured it and saw 
the conditions firsthand. 
Until recently, the facility 
had been recruiting new 
staff. Now, employees are 
being sent letters notifying 
them of a force reduction. 
“In an effort to address the 
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In this Aug. 13, 2019 file photo, an vanpleyes checks a visitor euiside the Metropolitan Correctional 
Center in New York. 
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issues At MCC NY as quickly 
and efficiently as possible, 
the Department has de- 
cided to close the MCC, 
at least temporarily, until 
those issues have been re- 
solved,” the Justice Depart- 
ment said. 

The department did not 
give a timetable for the 
closure, saying planning Is 
Underway. 

“The Department of Justice 
is committed to ensuring 
that every facility in the fed- 
eral prison system Is not only 
safe and secure, but also 
provides people in custody 


with the resources and pro- 
grams they need to make 
a successful return to soci- 
ety after they have served 
their time,” the statement 
said. 

Eostein's death a month 
after his arrest on child sex 
trafficking charges has 
been a lingering shadow 
over the jail, which was 
since marred by the ram- 
pant soread of the corona- 
virus, inmates’ complaints 
about squalid conditions, a 
smuggled gun, an inmate's 
death and a revolving door 
of wardens. 


Tropical Storm Ida prompts hurricane 
waich for New Orleans 


MIAMI (AP) Tropical 
Storm Ida formed in the 
Caribbean on Thursday 
and forecasters said _ its 
track was aimed at the 
WS Gull “Coesi, prempi- 
ing Louisiana’s governor to 
declare a state of emer- 
gency and _ forecasters 
to announce a hurricane 
watch for New Orleans. 
“Unfortunately, all of Loui- 
siana’s coastline is Current- 
ly in the forecast cone for 
Tropical Storm Ida, which 
is strengthening and could 
come ashore in Louisiana 
as a major hurricane as 
Gulf conditions are con- 
ducive for rapid intensifi- 
cation,” Gov. John Bel Ed- 
wards said. 


“By Saturday evening, ev- 
eryone should be in the lo- 
cation where they intend 
to ride out the storm.,” the 
governor added. 

The U.S. National  Hur- 
ricane Center said Ida 
was expected fo cross 
the tobacco-rich west- 
ern stretch of Cuba as a 
tropical storm starting Fri- 
day affernoon and then 
strengthen, reaching the 
Gulf Coast by Sunday. 
“There is an increasing risk 
of life-threatening storm 
surge, damaging — hurri- 
cane-force winds, and 
heavy rainfall Sunday and 
Monday, especially along 
the coast of Louisiana,” 
the Hurricane Center said. 


“Ida certainly has the po- 
tential to be very bad,” 
said Brian McNoldy, a hur- 
ricane researcher at the 
University of Miami. 

A hurricane watch was in 
effect for Cameron, Louisi- 
ana, to the Mississiopi-Ala- 
bama border — including 
Lake Pontchartrain, Lake 
Maurepas and metropoli- 
tan New Orleans 

Late Thursday night, Ida 
had sustained maximum 
winds of 40 mph (65 kph) 
and was traveling north- 
west aft about 12 mph 
(19 kph). If was centered 
about 65 miles (105 kilome- 
ters) southeast of Grand 
Cayman and 365 miles 
(585 kilometers) southeast 
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Inmates and lawyers have 
complained that the jail 
was infested with mice, rats 
and roaches and that mul- 
tiole inmates were forced 
to share dirty sinks and toi- 
lets that leaked water, urine 
and feces. Water leaks 
across multiple floors have 
been blamed for structur- 
al issues. Jack Donson, a 
former longtime official at 
the Bureau of Prisons, said 
given all the remediation 
needed, it could be years 
before the Metropolitan 
Correctional Center re- 
opens — if at all. 


“It's been along time com- 
ing addressing the infra- 
structure issues,” Donson 
said in a telephone inter- 
view. “Is if coincidental 
with the recent publicity of 
the Epstein suicide and the 
rampant corruption in that 
facilitye If makes sense to 
maybe start anew.” 
Over the years, the jail’s 
inhabitants have included 
several close associates 
of Osama bin Laden and 
Wall Street swindler Bernard 
Madoff. Guzman, famous 
for his prison escapes, was 
held at the jail while on trial 
in Brooklyn in 2019, prompt- 
ing closures of the Brooklyn 
Bridge each day as he was 
taken to and from court. 
The Metropolitan Detention 
Center, the Brooklyn jail 
that will absorb Metropoli- 
tan Correctional Center in- 
mates, has also drawn scru- 
tiny for problems including 
sexual assault allegations 
against correctional  of- 
ficers, a weeklong power 
failure in January 2019, and 
an inmate's death last year 


after he was sprayed with 
pepper spray. 
Donson said the larger 


Brooklyn facility, which cur- 
rently has about 1,500 in- 
mates including Epstein’s 
longtime confidante Ghis- 
laine Maxwell and singer R. 
Kelly, has the capacity to 
permanently replace the 
Manhattan jail.) 





Storm shutters are hammered closed on a 100-year-old house, 
Friday, August 27, 2021, in New Orleans, as residents prepare 
for Hurricane Ida. 


of the western tip of Cuba. 
Tropical storm-force winds 
extended as far as 70 miles 
(110 kilometers) from the 
center. 

The storm was forecast to 
deliver anywhere from 6 
to 12 inches (15 to 30 cen- 
timeters) of rain over parts 
of Jamaica, Cuba and the 


Associated Press 
Cayman islands, with the 
potential for more in some 
isolated areas. 
Forecasters warned of 
possible flash floods and 
mudslides and tidal storm 
surge of as much as 2 to 4 
feet above normal, along 
with “large and destruc- 
tive waves.” LU] 
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RFK’s son favors parole for father’s assassin Sirhan Sirhan 


By JULIE WATSON and BRI- 
AN MELLEY 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — The 
youngest son of U.S. Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy spoke 
Friday in favor of paroling 
his father’s assassin at a 
hearing in which prosecu- 
tors declined to attend to 
argue he should be kept 
behind bars. 

Douglas Kennedy, who was 
a toddler when his father 
was gunned down in 1968, 
said he was moved fo tears 
by Sirhan Sirhan’s remorse 
and should be released 
if he’s found to not be a 
threat to others. 

“I’m overwhelmed just by 
being able to view Mr. 
Sirhan face to face,” he 
said. 

“| think I’ve lived my life 
both in fear of him and his 
name in one way or anoth- 
er. And | am grateful today 
to see him as a human be- 
ing worthy of Compassion 
and love.” 

Sirhan, who was in a blue 
prison uniform with a paper 
towel folded like a hand- 
kerchief and tucked into his 
pocket, smiled as Kennedy 
spoke. 

Sirhan Sirhan, 77, told mem- 
bers of the California Pa- 
role Board at this 16th bid 
for freedom that he had 
learned to control his anger 
and was committed fo liv- 
ing peacefully. 

“| would never put myself in 
jeopardy again,” he said. 
“You have my pledge. | will 
always look to safety and 
oeace and non-violence.” 
Some Kennedy — family 
members, Los Angeles law 
enforcement officers and 
the public submitted letters 
opposing Sirhan’s release, 
Parole Board Commissioner 
Robert Barton said at the 
start of the proceeding 
held virtually Friday, where 
Sirhan appeared from San 
Diego County prison. 


Like us on 
Facebook 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


“We don't have a DA here, 
but | have to consider alll 
sides,” Barton said, noting It 
would consider arguments 
made in the past by pros- 
ecutors opposing his re- 
lease, depending on their 
relevance. 

Los Angeles County District 
Attorney George Gascon, 
a former police officer who 


mary. 
Sirhan, a Christian Palestin- 
ian from Jordan, has ac- 
knowledged he was angry 
at Kennedy for his support 
of Israel. 

When asked about how he 
feels about the Middle East 
conflict today, Sirhan broke 
down crying and tempo- 
rarily couldn't soeak. 


Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who 
has spoken in favor of 
Sirhan’s release in the past, 
wrote in favor of paroling 
Sirhan. 

Sirhan’s defense attorney, 
Angela Berry, said argued 
that the board’s decision 
should be based on who 
Sirhan is today and not 
about past events, which is 





In this image provided by the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, Sirhan 
Sirhan arrives for a parole hearing Friday, Aug. 27, 2021, in San Diego. 


took office last year after 
running on a reform plat- 
form, says he idolized the 
Kennedys and mourned 
RFK’s assassination but Is 
sticking to his policy that 
prosecutors not influence 
decisions to release prison- 
ers. 

That decision is best left to 
board members who can 
evaluate whether Sirhan 
has been rehabilitated and 
can be released safely, 
Gascon told The Associ- 
ated Press earlier this year. 
Relitigating a case de- 
cades after a crime should 
not be the job of prosecu- 
tors, even In notorious Cas- 
es, he said. 

Sirhan has served 53 years 
for the murder of the New 
York senator and brother of 
President John F. Kennedy. 
RFK was a Democratic pres- 
idential candidate when 
he was gunned down at 
the Ambassador Hotel in 
Los Angeles moments after 
delivering a victory soeech 
in the pivotal California pri- 


“Take a few deep breaths,” 
said Barton, who noted 
the conflict had not gone 
away and still touched a 
nerve. 

Sirhan said he doesn’t fol- 
low what's going on in the 
region but thinks about the 
suffering of refugees. 

“The misery that those peo- 
ple are experiencing. It’s 
painful,” Sirhan said. 

If released, Sirhan could be 
deported to Jordan, and 
Barton said he was con- 
cerned he might become 
a “symbol or lightning rod 
to foment more violence.” 
Sirhan said he was too old 
to be involved in the Mid- 
dle East conflict and would 
detach himself from it. 

“The same argument can 
be said or made that | can 
be a peacemaker, and 
a contributor to a friendly 
nonviolent way of resolving 
the issue,” Sirhan said. 

Paul Schrade, who was 
wounded in the shooting, 
also spoke in favor of his re- 
lease. 
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what the board has based 
its parole denials on before. 
She said she plans to focus 
on his exemplary record in 
prison and show that he 
poses No danger. 

“We cant change the 
past, but he was not sen- 
tenced to life without the 
possibility of parole,” Berry 
told the AP on Thursday. 
“To justify denying it based 
on the gravity of the crime 
and the fact that it disen- 
franchised millions of Amer- 
icans is ignoring the reha- 
bilitation that has occurred 
and that rehabilitation is a 
more relevant indicator of 
whether or not da person Is 
still a risk to society.” 
Sirhan’s hearing was being 
presided over by a two- 
person panel that usually 
announces its decision the 
same day. After that, the 
Parole Board staff has 90 
days to review the deci- 
sion, and then it is handed 
over to the governor for 
consideration. 

Sirhan was sentenced to 


death after his conviction, 
but that sentence was 
commuted fo life when the 
California Supreme Court 
briefly outlawed capital 
punishment in 1972. At his 
last parole hearing in 2016, 
commissioners concluded 
after more than three hours 
of intense testimony that 
Sirhan did not show ad- 
equate remorse or under- 
stand the enormity of his 
crime. 

Berry said California laws 
approved since 2018 sup- 
port her case. One she 
plans to point out to the 


board favors releasing 
certain older — prisoners 
who committed = crimes 


at a young age when the 
brain is prone to impulsivity. 
Sirhan was 24 at the time of 
the assassination. 

Barton the board was 
required to give “great 
weight” to youth parole eli- 
gibility. 

Sirhan has in the past stuck 
to his account that he 
doesn't remember the kill- 
Ing. 

However, he has recalled 
events before the crime in 
detail going to a shooting 
range that day, visiting the 
hotel in search of a party 
and returning after realizing 
he was too drunk to drive 
after downing Tom Collins 
cocktails. 

Just before the assassina- 
tion, he drank coffee in a 
hotel pantry with a woman 
to whom he was attracted. 
The next thing he has said 
he remembered was be- 
ing choked and unable to 
breathe as he was taken 
Into custody. 

At his 2016 hearing, he 
said he felt remorse for any 
crime victim but couldn't 
take responsibility for the 
shooting. 

Sirhan told the panel then 
that if released, he hoped 
he would be deported to 
Jordan or live with his broth- 
er in Pasadena, California. 
After 15 denials for his re- 
lease, Berry said it’s difficult 
to predict how much of an 
impact the prosecution’s 
absence will have on the 
outcome. 

“| like to think It'll make a 
difference. 

But | think everybody is not 
impervious to the fact that 
this is political,” she said. LJ 
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By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 

TOKYO (AP) — Too little is 
known about melted fuel 
inside damaged reactors 
at the wrecked Fukushima 
nuclear power plant, even 
a decade after the disas- 
ter, fo be able to tell if its de- 
commissioning can be fin- 
ished by 2051 as planned, 
a U.N. nuclear agency of- 
ficial said Friday. 

“Honestly soeaking, | don’t 
know, and | don't know 
if anybody knows,” said 
Christophe Xerri, head of 
an International Atomic En- 
ergy Agency team review- 
INg progress in the plant’s 
cleanup. 

He urged Japan to speed 
Up studies of the reactors 
to achieve a better long- 
term understanding of the 
decommissioning process. 
A massive earthquake and 
a tsunami in March 2011 
destroyed cooling systems 
at the Fukushima plant in 
northeastern Japan, trig- 
gering meltdowns in three 
reactors in the worst nucle- 





wo RLD N EWS|A2 SATURDAY 28 AUGUST 2021 
UN team: Unclear if Fukushima cleanup can finish by 2051 


In this Feb. 27, 2021, file photo, the Pacific ‘Geeen ise over aveledr reactor units of No. 3, left, 
and 4 at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant in Okuma town, Fukushima prefecture, 


northeastern Japan. 


ar disaster since the 1986 
Chernobyl accident. Japa- 
nese government and util- 
ity officials say they hope 
to finish its decommission- 
ing within 30 years, though 
some experts say that's 


overly optimistic, even if a 
full decommissioning is Pos- 
sible aft all. 

The biggest challenge is 
removing and managing 
highly radioactive fuel de- 
bris from the three dam- 


Associated Press 


aged reactors, said Xerri, 
the director of IAEA’s Divi- 
sion of Nuclear Fuel Cycle 
and Waste Technology. 

“We need to gather more 
information on the fuel de- 
bris and more experience 


on the retrieval of the fuel 
debris to know if the plan 
can be completed as 
expected in the next 30 
years,” he told reporters. 
The cleanup plan de- 
pends on how the melted 
fuel needs to be handled 
for long-term storage and 
management, he said. 

The IAEA team’s review, 
the fifth since the disaster, 
was mostly conducted on- 
line due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Only Xerri and another 
team member visited the 
plant this week before 
compiling and submitting 
a report to Japan's govern- 
ment on Friday. 

In the report, the team not- 
ed progress in a number of 
areas since its last review in 
2018, including the removal 
of spent fuel from a storage 
pool at one of the dam- 
aged reactors, as well as a 
decision to start discharg- 
ing massive amounts of 
treated but still radioactive 
water stored at the plant 
into the ocean in 2023. L) 





U.S. senator Menendez criticizes Turkey under Erdogan 


By ELENA BECATOROS 
Associated Press 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 
Chairman of the U.S. Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee Bob Menendez, 
speaking during a visit to 
Athens Friday, criticized Tur- 
key, saying its current lead- 
ership is not committed to 
the principles of democra- 
cy and rule of law. 
Menendez, the Demo- 
cratic senator from New 
Jersey, is in Greece to at- 
tend events celebrating 
Greece's 200th anniver- 
sary of independence from 
the Ottoman Empire, from 
which the Turkish republic 
emerged. 

“We all aspire for a Turkey 
that is a bridge between 
east and west, a strong 
NATO ally, a secular gov- 
ernment committed to the 
orincioles of democracy 
and rule of law,” Menen- 
dez said in brief statements 
after meeting with Greek 
Foreign Minister Nikos Den- 
dias. “Unfortunately, under 
(Turkish) President (Recep 
Tayyip) Erdogan that has 
not been the reality, so we 


must deal with the reality 
that we have.” 

Neighbors and fellow NATO 
members Greece and Tur- 
key have long been at odds 
over a series of disputes, 
including territorial rights in 
the Aegean Sea that sep- 
arates the two countries, 
and over energy explora- 
tion rights in the eastern 
Mediterranean. Relations 
have been tense over the 
past year, particularly over 
exploratory drilling rights in 
the Mediterranean areas 
Greece claims as its own 
exclusive Economic zone. 
“Turkey has issued, in vio- 
lation of all rules of law, 
a threat of war against 
Greece if if exercises its in- 
alienable right for the ex- 
pansion of territorial waters 
of (its) islands,” Dendias said 
in his remarks. “It is the only 
country in the international 
community that has issued 
a threat of war, casus belli, 
against another country.” 
Reporters were not allowed 
to be present for the state- 
ments and the two did not 
take any questions from the 
Oress. 


Greece says If maintains Its 
right to extend its territorial 
waters from the current six 
to 12 nautical miles around 
its Aegean Islands. 

Turkey has said such a 
move would constitute a 
cause for war, arguing It 
would block its own access 
to the Aegean. In January, 
Greek parliament voted to 
extend its waters along its 
western coastline, on the 
other side of the country, to 
12 miles. 

Greece's western coastline 
faces Italy and borders Al- 
bania at its northern tip. But 
the expansion was dimed 
at asserting the country’s 
right to implement the Unit- 
ed Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea, which 
set the 12-mile limit in 1982. 
“We believe in the con- 
text of international law, so 
therefore we believe that 
each country’s rights and its 
exclusive Economic zones 
need to be observed. We 
believe that when there's 
conflict, different issues, 
they need to be resolved 
Under the rule of law and 
in the appropriate forums 





Greek President Katerina Sakellaropoulou, 


and not by force,” Menen- 
dez said. 

“We have an_ inflection 
point in global history at 
this time. It is a choice be- 
tween two different views,” 
the senator said. “One that 
we share, that promotes 
democracy, human rights, 
the rule of law, fulfillment 
of the individual dream, 
and that permits open so- 
cieties in which to achieve 
that. The other is an author- 


applauds 


right, 
US Senator Bob Menendez, chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee after she awarded him with the Grand 
Cross of the Order of the Redeemer at the Presidential Palace in 
Athens, Friday, Aug. 27, 2021. 


Associated Press 


itarian view that oppresses 
people, ultimately seeks to 
coerce economically na- 
tions, and undermine of the 
rule of law, both at sea and 


elsewhere.” 
After his meeting with 
Dendias, Menendez met 


with Greek President Kat- 
erina Sakellaropoulou, 
who awarded him with the 
Grand Cross of the Order of 
the Redeemer at the Presi- 
dential Palace.) 
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U.S. raises concerns about treatment of ex-Jordanian official 


By JOSEF FEDERMAN and 
OMAR AKOUR 

Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — The 
U.S. State Department has 
raised concerns with Jor- 
dan about the possible 
mistreatment of a former 
top official imprisoned for 
sedition in an alleged plot 
against the Western-allied 
monarchy involving the 
half-brother of King Abdul- 
lah Il. 

Representatives for Bas- 
sem Awadallah, who is a 
U.S. citizen, have said the 
trial lacked due process 
and alleged his client has 
endured inhumane condi- 
tions, including beatings, 
torture and solitary confine- 
ment. Jordan rejects the 
charges. 

A State Department official 
confirmed the U.S. Embassy 
in Amman on Aug. 9 “ex- 
oressed concerns to the 
government of Jordan over 
allegations of mistreatment 
and the denial of family vis- 
its.” 

The official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity un- 
der department guidelines, 
said that Jordan denied the 
allegations. “The embassy 





will continue to provide alll 
appropriate consulate as- 
sistance to Mr. Awadallah 
in line with our commitment 
to assisting U.S. citizens 
abroad,” the official said. 
The U.S. considers Jordan a 
key ally and source of sta- 
bility in the turbulent Middle 
East and rarely expresses 
criticism of the kingdom in 
public. 
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In this July 12, 2021 photo, Bassem Awadaliah, one of two former officials accused of helping 
Jordanian Prince Hamzgah try to overthrow his half-brother King Abdullah Il, appears on a mobile 
phone screen as he attends a verdict hearing at a state security court, in Amman, Jordan. 

Associated Press 


Awadallah, who once 
served as a top adviser to 
the king, and Sharif Hassan 
bin Zaid, a member of the 
royal family, were found 
guilty of sedition and in- 
citement last month and 
sentenced to 15 years in 
prison. They are alleged 
to have conspired with 
Prince Hamzah, the king's 
half-brother, and to have 


id) 


sought foreign assistance. 
The convictions took place 
following a closed trial that 
lasted just six sessions in a 
military court. 

The court denied requests 
by defense lawyers fo call 
witnesses, and prosecu- 
tors shared only purported 
transcripts, but not original 
audio recordings, from sur- 
veilance of the alleged 
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plotters. 
Michael Sullivan, a former 
U.S. federal prosecutor 


hired by Awadallah’s fam- 
ily in the U.S., has said the 
trial “violated every inter- 
national standard for jus- 
tice and human rights.” Sul- 
livan is now a partner with 
the Ashcroft law firm. 

Mark Corallo, a spokes- 
man for the firm, said that 
Awadallah was physically 
abused in April and May. 
Since he was convicted in 
July, Awdallah has been 
held in solitary confinement 
and denied visits or ohone 
calls with his immediate 
family. He said Jordanian 
officials also refuse to allow 
Awadallah to meet with 
Sullivan and continue to 
persistently interrogate him. 
A Jordanian official con- 
firmed that his government 
received the U.S. letter and 
responded by rejecting the 
allegations from Awadal- 
lah's family as “Unfounded, 
baseless and completely 
false.” He said Awadallah’s 
treatment has been “in full 
compliance” with interna- 
tional standards for human 
rights, the right to a fair trial 
and prisoners’ rights. LJ 





15 more students freed in Nigeria after release of 


By AJAYI TAIWO OLUWOLE 
and CHINEDU ASADU 
Associated Press 

MINNA, Nigeria (AP) — 
Overjoyed parents awalit- 
ed the return of 90 young 
schoolchildren who had 
soent three months held 
by gunmen as authorities 
elsewhere in northern Nige- 
ria announced a second 
group of 15 students also 
had been released. 

The news was celebrat- 
ed across Nigeria, where 
more than 1,000 students 
have been kidnapped 
from schools since Decem- 
ber. The abductions have 
stepped up pressure on the 
Nigerian government to do 
more to secure education- 
al facilities in remote areas. 
But questions remained 
Friday about whether ran- 
soms had been paid to 
secure the children’s re- 
lease, and if so whether 
that could fuel further ab- 
ductions by the unknown 
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Some freed students of Salihu Tanko Islamic School, before a 
meeting with Niger state governor in Minna, Nigeria Friday, Aug 


27, 2021. 


armed groups referred to 
locally as bandits. 
Authorities also learned 
that one of the children 
taken in May had died dur- 
ing the ordeal. Four others 
were receiving medical 
treatment following their 
release Thursday night in Ni- 
ger state. 

“This has affected the mo- 


Associated Press 


rale and confidence of 
the people and has even 
made parents think twice 
before they send their chil- 
dren to school,” Niger state 
Gov. Abubakar Sani Bello 
said of the children’s ab- 
duction. “We will do what- 
ever it takes to bring (the 
kidnappers) to justice.” 

Gunmen on motorcycles 


had attacked the Salihu 
Tanko Islamic School in Ni- 
ger state in late May. Oth- 
er preschoolers were left 
behind as they could not 
keep pace when the gun- 
men hurriedly moved those 
abducted into the forest. 
Authorities initially said that 
136 students had been tak- 
en but revised that figure to 
91, including the pupil who 
died in captivity. 

Head teacher Abubakar 
Garba Alhassan did not 
provide details of their re- 
lease, but parents of the 
students have over the past 
weeks struggled fo raise 
the ransoms demanded by 
their abductors. 

Also Friday, police spokes- 
person in Zamfara state Mo- 
hammed Shehu said that 
15 other students had been 
handed over to officials on 
Friday, 11 days after they 
were abducted from the 
College of Agriculture and 
Animal Science in Nigeria’s 


90 others 


troubled northwest. 

It was not immediately 
clear how they were res- 
cued, but the students are 
now being looked after at 
Zamfara state officials and 
will soon be reunited with 
their parents, authorities 
said. 

More than 1,000 students 
have been forcibly taken 
from their schools in a se- 
ries of school abductions 
this year, according to an 
AP tally of figures previously 
confirmed by the police. 
Although most of those 
kidnapped have been re- 
leased, about 200 are still 
held by their abductors. 
After one abduction at a 
University in Kaduna state 
earlier this year, gunmen 
demanded ransoms equiv- 
alent to hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars. They killed 
five other students to com- 
oel the students’ parents to 
raise the money and later 
released 14 others.) 
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By DIANE JEANTET 
Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
The Brazilian scientists were 
skeptical. They ran different 
models to check calcula- 
tions, but all returned the 
same startling result. 

The country with the most 
freshwater resources on 
the planet steadily lost 15% 
of its surface water since 
1991. Gradual retreat in the 
Brazilian share of the Pan- 
tanal, the world’s largest 
tropical wetland, left water 
covering just one-quarter 
the area it did 30 years 
ago. 

And the data only went 
through 2020 -- before this 
year’s drought that is Bra- 
Zil’s worst in nine decades. 
“When we got the first 
results, we wondered if 
there was a problem in 
the equations,” said Cas- 
silo Bernardino, a project 
manager for environmen- 
tal group WWF-Brazil, which 
took part in the survey 
along with Brazilian univer- 
sities and local partners like 
the Amazon Environmen- 
tal Research Institute, plus 
international collaborators 
including Google and The 
Nature Conservancy. They 
used artificial intelligence 
to parse some 150,000 sat- 
ellite images measuring 
the surface of lakes, rivers, 
marshes and all surface 
water across Brazil. 

The figures checked out, 
and the MapBiomas data 
published this week has 
heightened an existing 
sense of alarm. The ongoing 
drought has already boost- 
ed energy costs and food 
prices, withered crops, ren- 
dered vast swaths of forest 
more susceptible to wildfire 
and prompted specialists 
to warn of possible electric- 
ity shortages. President Jair 
Bolsonaro on Thursday said 
hydroelectric dam_ reser- 
voirs are “at the limit of the 
limit.” 

“The prospects are not 
good; we're losing natural 
capital, we're losing water 
that feeds industries, en- 
ergy generation and agri- 
business,” Bernardino said. 
Brazil's “society as a whole 
is losing this very precious 
resource, and losing it at a 
frighteningly fast rate.” 

The study accompanying 
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Brazil water survey heightens alarm over extreme drought 
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A general view of the Jaguari dam, which is part of the Cantareira System, responsible for providing 


water to the Sao Paulo metropolitan area, in Braganca Paulista, Brazil, Wednesday, Aug. 25, 2021. 


MapBiomas’s data hasn't 
been published yet. Two 
outside experts consulted 
by The Associated Press 
who reviewed the survey's 
methodology said the ap- 
proach appears robust, 
and its scale offers impor- 
tant insight into Brazilian 
water resources. They not- 
ed, however, use of artifi- 
cial intelligence to analyze 
satellite images without 
on-the-ground verification 
could increase the margin 
of error. 

Evaporation is a part of 
the natural cycle that can 
diminish water resources, 
particularly in areas with 
shallower supplies like the 
Pantanal wetlands, which 
sprawl across up to 80,000 
square miles in three Ccoun- 
tries. If is a persistent prob- 
lem in places like Lake 
Mead and Lake Powell in 
the Colorado River basin. 
The MapBiomas — study 
didn’t establish the extent 
to which Brazil’s retreating 
water resources resulted 
from natural causes. But 
experts have warned hu- 
man activity is affecting 
global weather patterns, 
causing more frequent ex- 
treme events such as se- 
vere droughts and floods. 
The cutting and burning of 
forest, construction of large 
hydroelectric plants and 
dams or reservoirs for crop 
irrigation, all contribute to 
shifting natural patterns, 
said Mazeika Patricio Sulli- 
van, an ecology professor 
at Ohio State University. 


“We're altering the mag- 
nitude of those natural 
processes,” said Sullivan, 
a wetlands expert who 
has studied water systems 
in the U.S., South Ameri- 
ca, Eastern Europe, and 
the Caribbean. “This — is 
not just happening in Bra- 
Zil, it’s happening all over 
the world.” Sullivan said 
the MapBiomas data was 
“eye-popping,” though 
unsurprising; nearly 90% of 
South America’s wetland 
area is estimated to have 
vanished since 1900, and 
nearly 40% in North Amer- 
ica, he said. Wetlands are 
essential to many species 
of wildlife and key to retain- 
ing water to be gradually 
released into rivers, which 
orevents flooding. 

IN Brazil's Amazon rainfor- 
est, water that evaporates 
then travels on air currents 
to provide rainfall far afield. 
But some climate experts 
argue that the Amazon 
is headed for a “tipping 
point” in 10 to 15 years: 
if too much forest is de- 
stroyed, the Amazon would 
begin an irreversible pro- 
cess of degradation into 
tropical savannah. 

There are more immediate 
sources of alarm, like pos- 
sible power rationing this 
year. Hydroelectric reser- 
voirs have been drained by 
a decade of lower-than- 
Usual rainfall. Reservoirs 
in the Parana River basin, 
which powers the metrop- 
olis Sao Paulo and several 
states, have never before 
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been so depleted, the grid 
operator said this month. 

The Parana River runs from 
Brazil into Argentina and 
along its course are the 
iconic Iguazu Falls at the 
border of the nations; the 
majestic cascades were 
unrecognizable for a 
few days in June, having 
dwindled to a trickle. The 
Parana waterway and its 
aquifers supply fresh water 


to some 40 million people, 
and a livelihood for fishing 
communities and farmers. 
Brazil's energy minister Ben- 
to Albuquerque on Aug. 25 
called a press conference 
to deny the possibility of ra- 
tioning, while at the same 
time calling on compa- 
nies and people to reduce 
power consumption. Some 
analysts have speculated 
dismissiveness is politically 
motivated ahead of an 
election year. 

“AT the current rate, black- 
outs are likely to happen 
this year, especially during 
peak hours,” said Nivalde 
de Castro, coordinator of 
the electricity sector stud- 
ies group at the Federal 
University of Rio de Janeiro. 
Brazil's declining water 
resources also risk e€xac- 
erbating fires that people 
often set during the South- 
ern Hemisphere’s winter to 
clear pasture, which then 
rage out of control. 

Last year, more than one- 
quarter of Brazil's Pantanal 
went up in flames. 

It was by far the worst an- 
nual devastation since au- 
thorities started keeping 
records in 2003. L} 





Taste limitlass possibilities ot Infini, where Chef Urvin Croes and his 
team explores without boundaries ond steps with both feet 
outside of the box fo create his most sensational dishes yet. This 
meticulously designed restaurant locoted inside Blue Residences 
en scenic Eagle Beach is a chef's table concept with limited 
seating where diners ore able to interact with the staff and other 
quests alike throughout the evening. 


® joinusforan @& 


unforgetlable expericnec. 









A Jinner Awaits! 


Reserve your seats. 





af +297 280 68 69 
© wew.infiniaruba.com 
9 |.E. lrausquin Blvd 266 
# InfiniAruba 
2) infiniaruba 










fly 





NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 


SATURDAY 28 = AS | LOCAL 
i+ £]\, COVID-19 


Testing Center 


NAAT molecular (PCR): 
Result in 30 minutes! 
Antigen Test: $50 
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Make your stay on Aruba unique! 
Radisson Blu: trendy, fresh and new 


PALM BEACH — There is a new kid in town, 
or rather: a new lady named Radisson Blu 
Aruba. Radisson Blu brand originates from 
Copenhagen, Denmark, where interior de- 
sign and style live. The upper upscale ho- 
tel brand breathes the freshness of clean 
sheets, eases your mind with white and 
light wooded tones and pampers you with 
a luxury, trendy feel. This resort sets itself 
apart from the rest with huge, spacious 
rooms, impeccable service, a beach chic 
appearance and a superb location where 
everything you need is within walking dis- 
tance. The buzzling nightlife of Palm Beach 
is around the corner, the stunning white- 
sanded beaches a stone throw away! With 
special opening rates this is your chance to 
try the lady in blue! 


Fabulous facts 

132 expansive suites, which feature free Wi- 
Fi, multiole bedrooms, a spacious living room 
and dining area, and a well-equipped kitchen. 
From 1.073 to 2.147 square feet you will have a 





perfect match for a family or two couples, or 
have all the space to yourself; it is entirely Up 
to you. For sweeping vistas of Aruba’s beaches, 
Upgrade to a suite located on the top floors of 
the hotel. Blu’s suites offer views of the ocean, 
island, or pool to inspire you while you relax. 


Radisson Blu offers more than most standard 
rooms, you feel you are renting a condomini- 
um with the luxury services of a hotel. On your 
way to the suite the resort shows you already 
the attention to details: the elevator space is 
Upgraded with corners of huge bamboo poles 
and trendy light bulbs incorporated in a wall of 
wooded decoration. The hallways are high and 
spacious taking you to the hip suite where the 
design is white with light wood to provide a |ux- 
ury, contemporary ambiance. The suite’s kitch- 
en is fully equipped with an oven, dishwasher 
and kitchenware, a big family table ready to 
invite you to family breakfast or a friends gath- 
ering. You feel great, the white interior even 
accentuates the bright-blue ocean in front of 
you: inhale this Zen moment from your spacious 
balcony. 
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Have a Sunset bite 

A delightful breakfast, a scrumptious lunch or a 
delicious dinner are all possible at Sunset Bistro 
on the third floor. Here you will find a modern 
setting by the hotel’s infinity pool with amazing 
ocean views. The chef and his team are clearly 
dedicated to making you come back present- 
ing to you tasty tapas items or full entree offer- 
ings. One thing has to be said: the hotel's staff 
makes a difference. Real smiles, real attention 
and real enthusiasm is what you encounter. 
Here we are experiencing something new and 
a new place has new vibes, for you to discover. 
Go and find out why Sunset Bistro is the next 
hotspot for a bite, a drink or more. 


Waiter wellness 

Imagine to wake up in your soacious, stylish suite 
and after some yawning and stretching you en- 
joy a cup of Joe on your balcony where your 
eye catches the huge pool below. This is very 
inviting and your body needs this as we all know 
that water makes us feel calm. The only worries 
you will have is fo choose between the infin- 
ity pool right in front of Sunset Bistro or the big 
adult and children’s pools centered between 
the suites and main hotel building. Cindy or one 
of her colleagues from the Acqua Breeze Pool 
Bar welcome you with a big smile and Carib- 
bean flair. 


That Blu thing 

To say it all in a nutshell: this resort has a spe- 
cial something to it, you feel the difference in 
the attention, the design, the details and the 
space. To find out for yourself, you need to dive 
into the experience and most probably you will 
say like we do: it’s a Blu thing.) 


Radisson Blu Aruba 

J.E. lrausquin Boulevard 97-A 

Palm Beach, Aruba 

Tel.: +297 526 5000 

Email: reservations@radissonbluaruba.com 
Website: _hitps://www.radissonhotelsamericas. 
com/en-us/hotels/radisson-blu-aruba 


ie 1 DYANA 









LOCAL [AS ay 28 AUGUST 2021 


WIN S10, UP TO 51,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 







by Dilma Arends Geerman 

SANTA CRUZ — Aruba has one 
special horse sanctuary and it 
started with a Holy Communion gift 
decades ago. The stead is an effort 
by Frederique Drost, her husband 
Oliver de Jong and their children. 
Together they founded the Equine 
Sanctuary Aruba, ESA, which is 
called Faye Ranch. The ranch is 
dedicated to the rescue of weak, 
sick, and even mistreated horses. 


“The name Faye is based on 
where we lived before moving 
permanently to Aruba. We lived 
in Houston, on Faye Road. There, 
| worked with a horse sanctuary 
as well,” Drost explains. Drost was 
born and raised in The Netherlands 
and was always interested in 
horses. Her parents gave her first 
horse, a pony, on her Communion 
Day. But Parinka, as she called 
her pony, was to be shared with 
her younger sibling. She got her 
own horse when she was a little 
older and called it Lightfeet, which 
is the name of the horse in the 
popular Dutch children series book 
Arendsoog (Eagle’s Eye). Since 
then, Frederique dedicated her life 
to the care of horses and has over 
40 years of working directly with 





_, 


horses and other equines. 


Her husband's work allowed family 
De Jong/Drost to travel around the 
world, visiting Aruba once before. 
After Houston they decided to 
return to Aruba and bought their 
home close to the Arikok National 
Park. The location and spacious 
property was exactly what the 
family was looking for to realize their 
next plans. Frederique was always 
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set on having a horse sanctuary on 
the island. 


The initial work was hard. Husband 
and children all helped in creating 
pathways in the thorny acasia 
tortuosa or as if is known, the 
Hubada tree which is abundant 
in the area. The family ensured to 
create shady spaces and enough 
safe areas for injured horses to 
move around and hide from the 
sun. The first two horses that arrived 
at Faye Ranch were Olympia and 
Rocky. Frederique always looks 
first at the legs and hooves of the 
horses and in the case of Olympia 
she was unfortunately too far gone. 
Her pain was unbearable and 
she had to be euthanized. Rocky 
luckily has improved and is now 
accompanied by Prince. “Faye 
Ranch cannot take more than four 
horses at the same time. That Is the 
maximum number for the space 
we have,” says Drost. 


Why the hooves 

Drost is a specialist in equine hoof 
care. However, unlike most farriers 
who do also the trimming and 
balancing of horses hooves, she 
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does not believe in the need of iron 
shoes. In fact she wonders whether 
people understand the damage 
a horse shoe does to the health of 
a horse or any other equine, like 
donkeys, particularly, if the hooves 
are not regularly trimmed. “Hooves 
are more important to the animal's 
health than most people realize. 
lron shoes do not only weaken the 
hooves but also affect the nerves 
connected to the feet. Because 
of the iron shoes horses do not get 
to feel the ground or floor. And as 
a result, most develop arthritis or 
other issues that cause lots of pain 
and suffering.” 


Drost assures that a horse or a 
donkey for that matter do not need 
iron shoes. “Their hooves are made 
of keratin, the same as human 
nails. And like nails, hooves grow. 
But natural movement keeps the 
growth under control. This explains 
why donkeys and horses need big 
soaces fo roam around and thus 
keep their hooves under control in 
qa natural way.” 


Continued on Page 10 
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Faye Ranch, a special horse sanctuary hidden in Jamanota 


Continued from Page 9 


A horse needs to walk at least 16 kilometer a day in order for its hoof not 
to grow too much and become a problem she says. “A hoot Is like a 
nail but one that is needed to hold up the weight of the animal. An iron 
shoe Is like an acrylic layer on the natural nail. This means that like with 
human nails this Unnatural material will debilitate the nail or in this case, 
the hooves.” Moreover, an iron shoe can even take away the stability 
of a horse. Horses can easily lose their footing because of the iron shoes, 
which contribute to the animals experiencing 800 times more impact 
when walking. 


Horseback riding 

Frederique encourages horseback riding tours on the island as it is one 
way to get the animals out walking. She urges the ranches however to 
take the time of the day into consideration to avoid harsh sun. “And they 
truly should focus on the care of legs and the hooves. Take care of the 
wellbeing of the animal. Ideally, remove the iron shoes to avoid slipping 
and the negative physical impact.” 


With a little help 

The work at Faye Ranch is substantial. Trimming and healing deformed 
hooves is not easy as horses do not always cooperate. Drost keeps a 
log on everything she does and photographs the development of the 
hooves. Currently she is getting the helo of one or two volunteers and 
despite their willingness the island’s veterinarians are not specialized in 
this type of work. She also receives support from the Wit Gele Kruis (White 
Yellow Cross), which is a foundation that is soecialized in providing care 
at home. She gets lots of materials she needs for the horses from them. 
Other than that the entire operation is financed by the family. The hope 
is fo get more support. “We put the manure available for gardeners to 
pick up, in exchange for either apples and/or carrots to feed the horses.” 


Faye Ranch is about more than just caring mistreated horses. The 
goal is to educate the entire community on the care of horses and 
therefore the ranch welcomes school children to visit. This way children 
can appreciate the value of caring for animals and learn about the 
importance of providing equines the necessary natural space. Also it Is 
quite clear that the effects of horses on humans can be major. “A horse 
can provide tranquility and | have noticed this with a youngster who used 
to come and help here at the ranch. The boy was restless and could not 
attend school because of anxiety issues. His family and | saw a change 
in demeanor. The horses resoonded to him in a way that made him feel 
much calmer.” And even though Faye Ranch Is not directed towards 
people in the Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), children with this disorder 
who can deal with animals are more than welcome,” Drost continues. 


The ranch is another project that enriches Aruba and illustrates that 
the island is a place where care and love can be offered to the most 
vulnerable, including horses who need more attention. The family strives 
to be sustainable and promote the use of local vegetation to provide 
food and shade to the horses who roam the property thanks to carefully 
placed food and water. Faye Ranch is a haven for Rocky and Prince and 
also for local, colorful singing birds who at the same time control the fly 
population. UL) 


For more information and volunteering at Faye Ranch, visit the 
Facebook page Faye Ranch. For donations, visit equinesanctuary. 
weebly.com 








What are you doing to reduce hes use of products harmful to the environment? 


ORANJESTAD - It is already one year ago of the 
introduction of the single-use plastic ban in Aru- 
ba. This law (Landsverordening verbod voor het 
milieu schadelijke producten - AB 2019n0.67) 
went into effect after the parliament's approval 
in November 2019. This law addresses single- 
use plastics as well as oxybenzone-containing 
products like sunblocks and sunscreens. 


Why is this an important law? 

Plastic is found everywhere in the environment. 
It led to the global urge to reduce the use of 
plastics and ban single-use plastic products. 
Plastic is @ man-made material that does not 





environment. It may include declining products 

that are disoosed of immediately and that can 

not be reused. 

These include: 

e Say no to plastic straws and instead get 
metal straws; 

e Bring your mug when purchasing coffee, 
and decline cardboard cups; 

e lf ordering take-outs decline plastic cutlery 
like plastic sooons, forks, and knives; 

e Stop purchasing bottled water, instead in- 
vest in a reusable water bottle and fill this 
with tab water: 

e Buy meal containers instead of using plas- 


disintegrate completely. It breaks into smaller 
pieces and remains in the environment, water, 
and also our food supply. Plastic does not only 
harm our nature and ecosystem. Fish eat these 
plastic fragments and humans eat the fish that 
includes the microplastics consumed by the 
fish. Implementation of the ban on the import 
of single-use plastics reduces the number of ar- 
ticles used one time and disposed of with the 


mentioned consequences for our nature and 
environment. The community and businesses 
are now using biodegradable products as a re- 
placement for the traditional single-use plastics 
products. 


What else can we do? 
In addition to what is already being done, we 
should seek other options to helo protect the 


tic or foam boxes, paper bags, or aluminum 
paper; 

e Limit the purchase of sodas or drinks in plas- 
tic bottles or cans. Besides being good to 
the environment, this is healthy as well. 


These are just some easy-to-follow tips that 
can have a positive impact on our nature and 
environment.LJ 
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5 tips for fostering a successful hybrid workplace 


By KELSEY SHEEHY 

of NerdWallet 

Businesses figured out how 
to work remotely on the fly 
when COVID-19 rapidly dis- 
rupted our way of working. 
Those planning to adopt a 
hybrid work model when 
they return to the office 
still have time to prepare. 
But managing a distributed 
team comes with ifs own 
Unique challenges, like: 
What does hybrid look like 
for your company? 

How do you keep remote 
employees engaged? 
What apps and software 
do you need to create a 
seamless experience? 
These are tough questions 
to answer and you're un- 
likely to please everyone. 
But you get a chance to 
build a new office culture, 
and there’s something ex- 
citing about that. 

“If | think about a transfor- 
mational time for how peo- 
ple work this Is it,” says Me- 
gan Jarvis, vice president 
of talent at Lessonly, a soft- 
ware company headquar- 
tered in Indianapolis. “The 
door is open for companies 
to rethink how they work.” 
1. GET EMPLOYEE BUY-IN 
EARLY 

The biggest mistake you 
can make is rolling out a 
plan void of any employee 
Inout. Bring your team into 
the fold early, survey them 
to gauge their concerns 
and preferences, then en- 
list a select few to be part 
of a return-to-office com- 
mittee. Those employees 


BUSINESS 





This May 18, 2021, photo shows a woman typing on a laptop on a train in New Jersey. 
Associated Press 


will have skin in the game 
and will helo get other em- 
ployees on board when 
you announce your return- 
to-office plan, Jarvis says. 
The feedback loop 
shouldn't stop when the of- 
fice doors reopen. Contin- 
ue to touch base with em- 
ployees through teamwide 
and one-on-one meetings 
sO workers have a space To 
ask questions and surface 
concerns. 

“Bring the team together so 
that you're all on the same 
page and understand 
each other's challenges,” 
says Danny Wright, chief 
operating officer of 1863 
Ventures, a Washington, 
D.C.-based program that 
helos grow the businesses 
of new majority entrepre- 
neurs a term increasingly 


used to describe individuals 
who are members of histori- 
cally marginalized and dis- 
invested groups. “Continue 
to mold those relationships 
so that as the pandemic 
ebbs and flows, you’re on 
the same page and mov- 
ing better together as a 
family.” 

2. INVEST IN THE NECESSARY 
TOOLS 

This can be as simple as 
moving from a desktop 
software to cloud-based 
tools so employees can 
collaborate in real time, no 
matter where they are. 

It may also be more in- 
volved: Equipping office 
conference rooms” with 
video conferencing equip- 
ment or switching your busi- 
ness accounting software 
to the cloud as well. 


Whatever the tool, If should 
be easy to use, meet your 
business needs and fit with- 
in your budget, Wright says. 
“There is no one-size-fits- 
all,” Wright says. “If comes 
down to understanding 
what your team needs and 
what your organization is 
doing.” 

3. CREATE COMMUNITY ON- 
LINE 

Watercooler talk is an offt- 
cited benefit of being in 
the office. You gather in- 
formally, talk about your 
weekend or the show 
you're watching, and _ in 
the process form bonds 
with your teammates. That 
can still happen online if 
you create space for it. 
Lessonly uses Slack to help 
build Community among a 
distributed workforce. It has 
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a “Mama Llamas” chan- 
nel for parents to connect, 
a Peloton channel where 
people share their favor- 
ite instructors and classes, 
a channel for book lovers 
and a channel for cat lov- 
ers. If also has a designated 
channel for shoutouts an 
online soace to mimic the 
more casual in-person ac- 
knowledgment of work well 
done. “When you’re in per- 
son, you just have more op- 
portunities to see someone 
in the hallway and in the 
moment fell them, ‘Wow, 
great job,’” Jarvis says. “We 
were missing that.” 

4. SET TANGIBLE METRICS 
Promotion parity will be top 
of mind for your remote co- 
hort and for good reason. 
A 2014 hybrid work experi- 
ment by Stanford research- 
ers found remote employ- 
ees were about 50% less 
likely fo be promoted com- 
pared with their in-office 
colleagues, despite the re- 
mote workers being more 
productive. That is due, 
in part, to a butts-in-seats 
mentality where managers 
judge performance by the 
amount of time they physi- 
cally see an employee toil- 
ing away. That won't cut it 
in a hybrid workplace. 
Instead, managers need 
to evaluate performance 
based on what an employ- 
ee accomplishes. Setting 
objectives and key perfor- 
mance indicators can help 
managers more accurately 
assess someone's contribu- 
tion, Jarvis says. LL) 


Cuba to recognize -- and regulate -- cryptocurrencies 


HAVANA (AP) Cuba's 


government said Thursday 


it will recognize — and reg- 


ulate cryptocurrencies for 


payments on the Island. 

A resolution published in 
the Official Gazette said 
the Central Bank will set 
rules for such currencies 
and determine how fo li- 
cense providers of related 
services within Cuba. 

The popularity of such cur- 
rencies has grown among 
a technologically 
Group ine Guboer-as ii, has 
become harder to use 


dollars, in part because of 


toughened embargo rules 


SAVVY 


imposed under former 
President Donald Trump. 
The Central American na- 
tion of El Salvador recently 
announced it would rec- 
ognize use of the cryp- 
tocurrency Bitcoin as a 
way to encourage remit- 
tances from its citizens liv- 
ing abroad.The currencies, 
which can wobbly wildly 
Up and down in value, are 
usually independent of 
any central bank and use 
widely distributed block- 
chain computer codes to 
keep track of transfers. 
Because they can be used 
for long-distance transac- 


tions that are supposedly 
anonymous, they are of- 
ten popular with people 
attempting to evade gov- 
ernment regulations pre- 
sumably including U.S. re- 
Strictions on sending mon- 
ey to places such as Cuba. 
The resolution says the Cen- 
tral Bank can authorize use 
of cryptocurrencies “for 
reasons of socioeconomic 
interest” but with the state 
assuring that their opera- 
tions are controlled. It also 
explicitly noted that op- 
erations could not involve 
illegal activities. 

A local cryptocurrency 


expert, programmer Erich 
Garcia, said some Cubans 
are already using such de- 
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This April 3, 2013, file photo shows bitcoin tokens in Sandy, 


Utah. 


vices, offen via gift cards, 
for online purchases.) 
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CROSSWORD GRABE ClAletALL 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACROSS 39 Happen 
1 Ben again 
Affleck 40 Relocation 
film expert 
SRough = 41 Stews 
guesses 42 Ivy 
10 Inclines League 
12 Witcning echo alD/DIE|R 
group Yesterday's answer 
13 License DOWN | 
14Last letter 4 Waming 8 oets 7 25 Calone 
15 Aussie cane 9 Loses It counter 
hopper oad ie: 11 Language 26Lead on 
16 Critic's kateer's Inwhich 27 Salad 
concem job ‘lion’ is green 
18 Wee bile aypayrace Simba” 2H Hat 
19Masonof glennon's 17 Indy 29 Blue 
movies love auto character 
21Phoenix gs paisley  20Some 31 Boat back 
leam person coasters 33Head 
a2 Washabes § Hicks 21 Declare features 
ey friend = 28. Cone, for 36 Edit out 
— ? City way once 38 Dems. foes 
24 Justice 
Kagan 
25 Commits 
29 Confession 
list 
30 Hollywood 
bunch 
32 Got 
together 
33 Slip 
34 Morse 
bit 
35 City 
on the 
Monawk 
Hiver 
37 Nimble 
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One letter stunds far another In this sample. A is used 
for (he three Los. A for the twe O's. etc. Single letters. 
upostraphes, Wie leneth and Formation of the words 
wre all hints. Buch day the code letters ace different. 


8-25 CRYPTOQUOTE 

Ese LOT INY APrPPY N LUCCPL 
OuUN VV EPL. Lt b P ‘A OW KR 
YVLEPIUR QO DP NORBS¥Y¥ APPY 
NACP KU ONYF UY Es TPRPIPRK 
NY¥r ¥KOCO JONS KIP MWOKNL. 
— NOP TLPICPS 


Yesterday's Cryptequote: TO) Bi IN LOW: Is 1 
TOUCH WITH A LIGHTER HAND. IN YOURSELF 
YOU STRETCH, YOU ART WELD. — OWEN DOLTE, 
RROOKS 
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The Colorado River flows near Grizzly Creek Rest Area in Glenwood Canyon on Thursday, Aug. 22, 


2019, in Glenwood Springs, Colo. 
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Scientists launch effort to collect water 
data in U.S. West 


By FELICIA FONSECA 
Associated Press 
FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — The 
U.S. Department of Energy 
on Tuesday announced a 
new kind of climate obser- 
vatory near the headwa- 
ters of the Colorado River 
that will helo scientists bet- 
ter predict rain and snow- 
fallin the U.S. West and de- 
termine how much of it will 
flow through the region. 
The multimillion-dollar ef- 
fort led by Lawrence 
Berkeley National Labora- 
tory launches next week. 
The team has set up radar 
systems, balloons, cameras 
and other equipment in an 
area of Colorado where 
much of the water in the 
river originates as snow. 
More than 40 million peo- 
ple depend on the Colo- 
rado River. 

Alejandro Flores, an associ- 
ate professor of hydrology 
at Boise State University, 
said the weather in moun- 
tainous areas is notorious- 
ly difficult to model and 
the observatory will be a 
“game changer.” 

“We have to think about 
the land and the atmo- 
sohere as a linked system 
that interact with each 
other,” he said in a call with 
reporters. “Up until now, 
there have been a lack of 
observations that help us 


Understand this critical in- 
terface.” 

The West is in the midst of a 
more than 20-year mega- 
drought that studies link 
to human-caused climate 
change. That, along with 
increased demand on the 
Colorado River led to the 
first-ever shortage declara- 
tion in August, and there's 
an increasing threat of 
deeper, more widespread 
water Cuts. 

Arizona, Nevada and Mex- 
ico won't get their full allo- 
cations of river water next 
year. 

Scientists will use the obser- 


vatory to gather data on 
orecipitation, wind, clouds, 
tiny particles, humidity, soil 
moisture and other things. 
Along with a better under- 
standing of the hydrology, 
they hope to learn more 
about how wildfires, for- 
est management, drought 
and _ tree-killing bugs, for 
example, play a part in 
water availability. 

A big issue in predicting 
water supply in the West 
centers on soil moisture 
and content, said Ken Wil- 
liams, the lead on-site re- 
searcher and Berkeley Lab 
scientist.) 
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US intelligence still divided on origins of coronavirus 


By NOMAAN MERCHANT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — USS. 
intelligence agencies re- 
main divided on the ori- 
gins of the coronavirus but 
believe China’s leaders 
did not know about the 
virus before the start of 
the global pandemic, ac- 
cording to results released 
Friday of a review ordered 
by President Joe Biden. 
According to an unclassi- 
fied summary, four mem- 
bers of the US. intelligence 
community say with low 
confidence that the virus 
was initially transmitted 
from an animal to a hu- 
man. A fifth intelligence 
agency believes with mod- 
erate confidence that the 
first Numan infection was 
linked to a lab. Analysts do 
not believe the virus was 
developed as a bioweap- 
on. 

China’s refusal to fully co- 
operate with U.S. and in- 
ternational investigations 
of the virus has hampered 
reviews of the virus’ origins. 
The Director of National In- 
telligence said Friday that 
China “continues to hinder 
the global investigation, 
resist sharing information, 
and blame other coun- 
tries including the United 
States.” 

The cause of the coronavi- 
rus remains an urgent pub- 
lic health and security con- 
cern worldwide. In the U.S., 
many conservatives have 
accused Chinese scientists 
of developing COVID-19 
in a lab and allowing it to 
leak. The scientific consen- 
sus remains that the virus 
most likely migrated from 
animals in what’s known as 
Qa zoonotic transmission. 
China's foreign ministry 
attacked the U.S. investi- 
gation ahead of the re- 
port's release. Fu Cong, 
a Foreign Ministry director 
general, said at a briefing 
for foreign journalists that 
“scapegoating China can- 
not whitewash the U.S.” 

“If they want to baselessly 
accuse China, they bet- 
ter be prepared to accept 
the counterattack from 
China,” he said. 

Biden in May ordered a 
90-day review of what the 
White House said was an 


People wearing face masks to help curb the spread of the coronavirus line up outside a bakery 


shop to buy cookies in Shanghai, China, Friday, Aug. 27, 2021. 


initial finding leading to 
“two likely scenarios”: an 
animal-to-human trans- 
mission or a lab leak. The 
White House said then 
that two agencies in the 
18-member _ intelligence 
community leaned toward 
the hypothesis of a trans- 
mission in nature and an- 
other agency leaned to- 
ward a lab leak. 

The Office of the Director 
of National Intelligence 
on Friday did not identify 
which agencies supported 
either hypothesis. 

But if noted some of the 
same hurdles facing the 
World Health Organization 


and scientists worldwide: 
a lack of clinical samples 
and data from the earliest 
cases of COVID-19. Bel- 
jing’s Cooperation would 
most likely be needed to 
make further progress, the 
office said. 

In conducting the review, 
intelligence agencies con- 
sulted with allied nations 
and experts outside of 
government. 

An epidemiologist was 
brought into the National 
Intelligence Council, a 
group of senior experts that 
consults the head of the in- 
telligence community.) 
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aa HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Paradera_ Tel. 588 6638 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Cena, Howery 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

The pandemic has been 
cruel to more than a few 
movie genres, but have 
any been so hampered 
by the current state of the 
world as the vacation com- 
edy¢ 

Early on, if reminded us 
of what we couldn't do, 
what we were postpon- 
ing or canceling. If was an 
odd experience of wistful- 
ness laced with bitterness 
watching people like Steve 
Coogan and Rob Brydon 
dine and drink their way 
through Greece. Perhaps 
that’s why a comedy as 
absurdist and fanciful as 
“Baro and Star Go to Vista 
Del Mar” clicked with so 
many. 

It was just unreal enough 
to be palatable and silly 
enough fo be~ cathar- 
tic. And then, of course, 
came “The White Lotus,” 
the dark comedy set at a 
ritzy Hawaiian resort that 
appealed on one level to 
some deep seeded supe- 
riority of not being “those 
people.” 

It's certainly not the fault of 
the movies and shows, most 
of which (with the notable 
exception of “The White Lo- 
tus”) were made or at least 
conceived of well before 
March 2020. 
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IPEOPLE & ARTS 
make ‘Vacation Friends’ a ft 


This image released by Hulu shows Meredith Hagner, from left, Yvonne Orji, Lil Rel Howery and 
John Cena in a scene from “Vacation Friends.” 


Still, a genre that generally 
goes down easy became a 
bit hard to stomach. 

The latest entry is “ Vaca- 
tion Friends,” a long-ges- 
tating idea about a pair of 
mismatched couples who 
click on vacation that’s had 
everyone from Chris Pratt 
to Ice Cube in the lead. It 
finally started shooting, with 
Lil Rel Howery, John Cena, 
Yvonne Orji and Meredith 
Hagner now playing the 
foursome, in March 2020. 
Bad timing. 


And yet, somehow out of 
the delays, the re-casting, 
the re-writes (Tom Mullen, 
Tim Mullen, Jonathan Gold- 
stein, John Francis Daley 
and director Clay Tarver 
all have script credits), and 
the oddness of having to 
film in a pandemic, “Vaca- 
tion Friends” came togeth- 
er to be a pretty fun time. 

Howery plays Marcus, the 
straightlaced owner of a 
construction business who 
hopes to propose to his 
yuppie girlfriend Emily (Orji) 


Associated Press 


on vacation in Mexico. 
Despite his meticulous plan- 
ning, things go wrong from 
the start. But they get a life- 
line when another couple, 
Ron (Cena) and Kyla (Hag- 
ner), invites them to crash in 
their presidential suite after 
being moved to tears by 
Marcus’ proposal. 

Ron and Kyla are very ex- 
tra. They are loud and a 
little obnoxious and make 
more than a few question- 
able decisions on behalf of 
their new friends, but if all 
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comes from an undeniably 
good place. And they're 
not rich either, as Emily as- 
sumes based on the osten- 
tatious room. They spent 
every last dime on this va- 
cation and are making the 
most of It. 

It's a classic Comedy set- 
Up and after a few protests 
from Marcus and Emily, 
soon they learn to embrace 
the Ron and Kyla way and 
live as drunken free spirits 
on vacation. 

Extending the bit even fur- 
ther, Marcus and Emily get 
a rude awakening when 
their vacation friends lit- 
erally crash their fancy 
wedding weekend. All the 
leads are fully committed 
and it’s a great showcase 
for Cena’s wild abandon 
as well as Howery in a dif- 
ferent type of role. 

They're surrounded by 
some delightful supporting 
oerformances too. 

The parents of the bride 
and groom are played by 
Robert Wisdom, Lynn Whit- 
field, Anna Maria Horsford 
and Chuck Cooper. 
There’s nothing especially 
revelatory about “Vaca- 
tion Friends.” There are a 
few genuinely good laughs 
to be had involving drugs, 
golf and a catamaran, 
both during the vacation 
and the wedding.) 


Diane Warren assembled superstar debut album during lockdown 


By SIAN WATSON 
Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — If there 
was an award for not win- 
ning awards, Diane War- 
ren would have won it. 
The recording artist/song- 
writer is the most nominat- 
ed woman in the history 
of the Academy Awards, 
and has lost out on the tro- 
phy 12 times or as she puts 
i she has “2 no. Osec; 
Awards.” 

Warren is releasing her de- 
but album Friday, with col- 
laborations from friends old 
and new, including Celine 
Dion, John Legend, Ty 
Dolla Sign plus a bringing 
together of rapper G-Eazy 
and guitar legend Santa- 
na. She said the pandemic 
sourred her on, working 
alone in her studio with no 


distractions. She adds “no 
one was bothering me, all | 
did was annoy myself.” 

Another benefit of working 
during lockdown meant 
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it was easy to track down 
her collaborators: “Yeah, 
don't tell me you're foo 
busy to gel on a Zoom, 


come on. You're sifting in 





Songwriter Diane Warren poses for a portrait in her offices to 
promote her new album “Diane Warren: The Cave Sessions Vol. 
1," Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, in Los Angeles. The album debuts 


on August 27. 
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your house, too,” she said, 
smiling. 

Warren, Who won a 
Grammy Award for 1988's 
“Nothing’s Going to Stop 
Us Now,” has penned 
global hits such as “| Don’t 
Want to Miss a Thing” for 
Aerosmith and “Un-Break 
My Heart” for Toni Braxton. 
With her debut, “Diane 
Warren: The Cave Sessions 
Vol. 1” Warren says this is 
the first time she’s put her 
own name fo the songs. 
“Why can't | be DJ Khaled 
of songwriters or Mark Ron- 
son or Calvin Harris or alll 
these people that are pro- 
ducers that do this, why 
cant [gel jegeiner “all 
kinds of people to feature 
on my record,” she said 
while explaining where the 
inspiration for the record 


came from. “It’s kind of like 
casting, you know, casting 
a part that was really fun,” 
she added. 

The lead single “She’s Fire” 
features the unlikely com- 
bination of Santana and 
G-Eazy. 

Warren said when she 
wrote the music for the 
song, there was only one 
person she had In mind. 
“When | wrote the guitar 
part, that little riff at the 
end of the chorus, | heard 
Santana in my head. So 
| went to Santana,” she 
said. She adds that G-Ea- 
zy’s voice on “She's Fire” is 
OlmMovaleyel 

Warren says she already 
has enough music for a 
second “Cave Sessions” 
volume.) 
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By HOWARD FENDRICH 

AP Tennis Writer 

It's been nearly a quarter of 
a century since Serena Wil- 
liams, Roger Federer and 
Rafael Nadal all sat out the 
same Grand Slam _ tennis 
tournament. 

That changes next week, 
when the U.S. Open will 
start at Flushing Mead- 
ows without any member 
of that distinguished and 
dominant trio. Williams, 
whose 40th birthday is in 
September, withdrew on 
Wednesday, joining Fe- 
derer, who turned 40 this 
month, and Nadal, who is 
35, on the sideline because 
of injuries. Williams’ older 
sister, 41-year-old Venus, 
also pulled out of the field 
Wednesday. 

Everyone knows they can’t 
play forever, of course, and 
that this grand era will end 
at some point. Now fans, 
other players, the fours, 
tournaments, sponsors, TV 
executives and the rest 
of the world are getting a 
glimpse of what the prob- 
ably-not-too-distant future 
holds for tennis. 

Is that as daunting as it 
sounds? 

“We have been asking 
ourselves that question for 
many years. They’ve de- 
fied the odds with their leg- 
acy and their dominance 
of the sport well beyond 
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Analysis: U.S. Open glimpse of future sans Serena, Roger, Rafa 





In this Aug. 24, 2013, file photo, tennis players, from left, Serena Williams, Rafael Nadal and Roger 
Federer cheer on the competition at the 18th Annual Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day, the kick off to the 2013 
US Open tennis tournament, on Saturday, in New York. 


other champions. Without 
question, our sport does go 
through the passing of the 
baton,” U.S. Open tourna- 
ment director Stacey AI- 
laster said in a telephone 
interview from New York 
after Serena's announce- 
ment but before Venus’. 
“The athletes that are here, 
they’re ready for it. We're 
starting to see who those 
potential next Grand Slam 
champions will be. We've 
gone through this cycle be- 
fore, and our athletes have 
risen to the occasion and 


they've stood on all cham- 
pions’ shoulders and taken 
the sport to the next level.” 
That certainly can be said 
of the Williams sisters, Fe- 
derer and Nadal, who 
all managed to become 
global superstars and re- 
main relevant for long past 
the usual time frame in ten- 
nis. Not since the Austra- 
lian Open in 1997, the year 
Venus Williams made her 
major debut at the French 
Open, has any Grand Slam 
tournament been contest- 
ed without at least one of 
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the four. 

Because the right hamstring 
she tore at Wimbledon in 
late June is not sufficiently 
healed, Serena again will 
not be able to pursue what 
would be a 24th Grand 
Slam singles title, tying Mar- 
garet Court for the most in 
the sport’s history. (As it is, 
Serena holds the Open era 
mark of 23, because more 
than half of Court's total 
came before profession- 
als were permitted to enter 
major tournaments in 1968). 
Since returning from mater- 


nity leave in 2018, Serena 
has reached four Slam fi- 
nals, going 0-4. Her 2017 
Australian Open title while 
pregnant at age 35 makes 
her the oldest woman to 
win a major singles cham- 
pionship in the Open era. 
Ken Rosewall set the men’s 
mark of 37 at the 1972 Aus- 
tralian Open. 

Federer, the first man to 
reach 20 Slam trophies, is 
done for 2021 because he 
needs a third operation 
on a right knee that was 
repaired twice last year. 
Nadal, who matched his 
rival’s total by getting his 
20th major at the 2020 
French Open, is also done 
for the season, troubled by 
recurring left foot pain. 
What no one knows for 
sure, right now, is when_ or, 
truthfully, if each will return. 
In Serena's social media 
post Wednesday about her 
withdrawal from the USS. 
Open, she closed with this 
pledge: “I'll see you soon.” 
In Federer's announce- 
ment 10 days earlier, he 
spoke about wanting “to 
give myself a glimmer of 
hope, also, to return to 
the tour in some shape or 
form.” 

Nadal, the youngest of the 
group, vowed last week 
that he still has “a couple 
of beautiful years” left in his 
career.L] 


NFL’s vaccine rate at 93%, mandatory shots were discussed 


By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer 


The NFL says 93% of play- 
ers are vaccinated for 
COVID-19 and the league 








wanted mandatory vac- 
cination but the NFLPA 
wouldn't agreed fo if. 

The league also has asked 
the players’ union to adjust 


The Los Angeles Chargers enter the field before a preseason 
NFL football game against the San Francisco 49ers Sunday, 
Aug. 22, 2021, in Inglewood, Calif. 
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protocols so vaccinated 
players would be tested 
weekly instead of every 14 
days. Unvaccinated play- 
ers are tested daily. 

NFLPA president JC Tretter, 
a center for the Cleveland 
Browns, said earlier this 
week the decision not to 
make vaccination man- 
datory was done by the 
league. But league oOffi- 
cials disouted that asser- 
tion. 

“We've been discussing 
mandatory vaccination 
from the start,” NFL deputy 
general counsel Larry Fe- 
razani said Thursday. “In 
fact, we took the lead and 
required staff and coach- 
es to be vaccinated in or- 
der to have access fo a 
player. Beginning at that 


point, we began bang- 
ing the drum for what (the 
NFLPA’s) experts also con- 
cede is the single greatest 
way that we can protect 
the players and the staff, 
which is to get to a 100 
percent vaccination level. 
That was our request from 
that, and we would still 
love to see that mandate 
go into effect tomorrow.” 
NFL officials also do not 
have a vaccine mandate. 
The league reported 68 
positives cases out of 7,190 
tested individuals between 
Aug. 1-21. The 0.95% inci- 
dence rate is lower than in 
most communities. 

Dr. Allen Sills, the league’s 
chief medical officer, said 
almost all cases across 
have been the Delta vari- 


ant. He said vaccinated 
individuals have had very 
mild upper respiratory ill- 
ness, shorter duration. Sills 
also said none of the play- 
ers who've tested positive 
required hospitalization. 
Regarding daily testing, 
Sills said “testing isn't pre- 
vention.” 

“It’s one part of our miti- 
gation strategy but it’s not 
the key part,” he said. “It’s 
not testing alone that will 
get us through this surge.” 
The NFL said that 120 play- 
ers have received warning 
letters with 25 players fined 
for mask or tracking de- 
vice violations. 

Under league rules, the first 
offense for violating the 
protocols will result in a fine 
of $14,650. L) 
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Paralympic Classes: A confusing maze in search of fairness 


By STEPHEN WADE 

AP Sports Writer 

TOKYO (AP) — There are 
4,403 Paralympic athletes 
competing in Tokyo, each 
with unique differences 
that have to be classified. 
Lines have to be drawn 
in the quest for fairness to 
group similar impairments, 
or impairments that yield 
similar results. 

It's a confusing maze. And 
make no mistake, the Para- 
lympics are competitive 
and athletes are aware 
that no matter where a 
classification line is drawn, 
some are likely to benefit 
more than others. 

Winning leads to gold 
medals, soonsorshio deals, 
and other outside funding. 
And some teams are even 
known to recruit athletes in 
that top range, and often 
younger athletes. 

“The problem with the clas- 
sification is that if you are at 
the bottom edge you are 
not happy,” said Heinrich 
Popow, a two-time gold 
medalist in track and field. 
“The athletes always want 
to have the best classifica- 


tion.” 
Able-bodied athletes have 
advantages in certain 


sports, and athletes with 
disabilities are not entirely 
different. 





In this Aug. 26, 2021, file photo, Jordan’s Omar Sami Hama 


ul 


deh Qarada prepares fo lift during 


= 
| 


Pot 


7 


men’s 49kg powerlifting final at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games in Tokyo, Japan. Qarada won 


a gold medal in the event. 


There are 10 impairment 
groups in the Paralympics: 
eight involve physical im- 
pairments, and the other 
groupings are for visual and 
intellectual impairments. 
But the 22 Paralympic 
sports adjust the groups to 
suit their sport, swelling the 
classifications. Some. ath- 
letes say they're not always 
fair. “If we think we can 
swim or run the same times 
as everyone else, we feel 


good being in the class,” 
Popow said. “But if we feel 
we're doing our best and 
can’t even reach the limit 
to qualify, or pass through 
the heats, you start fo com- 
plain.” 

The International Paralym- 
pic Committee has just be- 
gun a periodic review of 
the classification system, 
but changes are unlikely 
until after the 2024 Para- 
lympics in Paris, sookesman 


Associated Press 
Craig Spence said. 
At a quick glance, the cur- 
rent classifications system Is 
hard to digest. For instance, 
the finals in swimming on 
Saturday each has a men’s 
and women’s race include: 
100-meter breaststroke, SB6é 
class; 100 freestyle, $10; 150 
individual medley, SM4; 150 
individual medley, SM3; 100 
backstroke, $11; 200 indi- 
vidual medley, SM8; and 
100 breaststroke, SB5. 
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Most athletes agree there 
must be classes, but they 
still may disoute the logic or 
science behind them. 

“To be honest, athletes 
don’t understand the sys- 
tem,” Popow said. “Every 
athlete just wants to focus 
on himself and his disabil- 
ity and class. We need to 
have a classification sys- 
tem overall that everyone 
understands.” 

Tea Cisic is the head of 
classification for the IPC. A 
kinesiologist, it’s her job to 
access the impairments. 
“They (athletes) are en- 
titled to complain,” Cisic 
told The Associated Press. 
“They are entitled to come 
forward and say, ‘I’m not 
happy with my class. | think 
I’ve been incorrectly classi- 
fied.’ And there’s a process 
for them to get reviewed.” 
Cisic acknowledges the 
classification system is com- 
plex, but said fans need to 
make an effort to under- 
stand it, the way new fans 
might initially wrestle with 
the rules of cricket or base- 
ball. 

“Classification is complex 
and it does require an in- 
vestment from the audi- 
ence to understand how it 
works,” she said. “But once 
you do that, | think it Un- 
folds.” (_) 


NASCAR fo present Wendell Scoft's family with 1963 trophy 


By MARK LONG 
AP Sports Writer 


DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (AP) 
— The family of Wendell 
Scott, the only Black driver 
to win a race at NASCAR's 
top level, will receive a tro- 
ohy commemorating the 
historic 1963 victory be- 
fore Saturday night's race 
at Daytona International 
Speedway. 

Scott passed Richard Petty 
with 25 laps remaining at 
Speedway Park in Jack- 
sonville on Dec. 1, 1963, in 
the Jacksonville 200. 

Buck Baker, who dctu- 
ally finished second, was 
declared the winner and 
received the trophy in a 
victory lane celebration. 
Race officials discovered 
hours after the race that 
Scott was the actual win- 


ner by a full two laps on 
the rest of the field. 
But he was not credited 





with the victory for anoth- 
er two years and his fam- 
ily has long pushed for a 
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In this Aug. 1, 1969, file photo, Wendell Scott sits in a race 
car, location not known. NASCAR will celebrate the legacy 
of NASCAR Hall of Fame driver Wendell Scott and present the 
Scott family a trophy commemorating the driver’s historic race 
victory at Speedway Park in Jacksonville, Fla. in 1963. 
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oroper celebration. 

Scott retired because of 
Injuries suffered in a 1973 
crash at Talladega Super- 
soeedway and the Dan- 
ville, Virginia, native died 
in 1990 of spinal cancer. 
He was inducted into the 
NASCAR Hall of Fame in 
2015, two years after the 
city of Danville awarded 
Scott a historical marker. 
The statement on. the 
marker praises Scott for 
“oersevering over preju- 
dice and discrimination, 
Scott broke racial barriers 
In NASCAR.” 

In a 13-year career, Scott 
notched 20 top-five finish- 
es. 

Scott remains the only 
Black driver to win at NAS- 
CAR’s elite Cup level. 
Bubba Wallace in 2013 


won a Truck Series race at 
Martinsville, Scott's home 
track, to become just the 
second Black driver to win 
at NASCAR’s national lev- 
el. 

Wallace is currently the 
only full-time Black driver 
in NASCAR and has oc- 
casionally commemo- 
rated Scott's contributions 
to the sport through paint 
schemes and partnerships 
with Scott's family. 
Wallace is in his fourth full 
season in the Cup Series 
and drives this year for 
23X1 Racing, a first-year 
team owned by both Den- 
ny Hamlin and Michael 
Jordan. 

He has six career wins in 
the Truck Series, but is win- 
less in 137 starts at the Cup 
level.L] 


